DEBORAH ZABARENKO
Washington

THE US will destroy 1ts six- ton*’
stockpile of elephant ivory to
combat wildlife trafficking, an

international fight that often has
lk W enforcement cutgunned by

' agents over the last 25 years wﬂl ,

be crushed as part of a push to
pubhc1se the lﬁegal trade that

_anditneeded awhole government
-approach.”

- That: ap proach was speaﬁed in |
‘ ve order by President
i- Barack Obama on July 1, askmg';
'US agencies including the Trea-

sury, defence, homeland security,
. the office of the director of nat-

to tackle the issue.

_ viceplans to crushand des :
US stockpile of ivory on October 8.
_The ivory is stored in a secure

‘ ,reposnory near Denver, the inte-

ice ‘mate the value of the ivory. How-
ever, one ton o vory has‘been-

'that we have dealt w1th US FlSh5° ~
and Wlldhfe Service director Dan |

“It’s syndlcated‘ 1ts

an execu

ional intelligence and the National
Secunty Council to work together

1Heg trafﬁc}ung is to work with

~ private industry to give law
_enforcement an edge over well-
_financed poachers and those who

pay them, said World Wildlife
Fund preSIdent Carter Roberts.
~ The US Fish and Wildlife Ser-

nor department said. ~
_ The department did not est1—
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